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C,crrsus: Asiarrs domlrrarrt ln Fremont

Matthew Artz, STAFF WRITER

FREMONT - Asia$ have leapal ahead of whites as the largest nrial group in Freme)nt, and now @nstitutc jrlst a sliver less than half of the

city's populatioq rerrnt estimates released by the U.5. Census Burcau reported.

Asians account for to4,8oo (or 49.8 percent) of Frcmont's household poprlati<.rn of 2ro,387. Non-flispanic whites ntunber 64,110 (3o

pelcent), and Hispanics of any race account for 29,222 (14 percent).

Pe'ople who identi$ as multiracial accounl for 5,296 of Frcmonfs population, while thtrse wkr belong to a race not listed by the Ccnsus llure'au

account for 22,r16.

The figures show a dramatic shift in the city's demographics since the 2ooo Census. That report showed that out ofa population of 2o3,4r13,

non-Hispanic whites numbercd 84,49; Asiar|s, 75,165; and Hispani u, of any rae,27,4o9.

Fr€mont's for€ign-bom populationJumped from 75,494 in the 2ooo C.€nsus to an estimated 95,894 in the re€nt ref&r{.

Meanwhilg African Americans declined in population from 6,310 to

4,416 in fi\,e years.

Frcmont and Union Gty a.r,e the only places in Alameda County where Asians have em€rged as the largest racial grouping,

The already sizable Asian cornmunities in both cities are magnets for drawing more Asian transplants, mid Melissa Michelson, professor of

ethnic and minority politics at California State Unilrrsity, East Bay.

"It makes them feel comfortable,' she said. "They all have tlre advantage of not being the first Asian family on tlre block."

The census data released Tuesday !s nct as precise as the full census- It included only cities with populations of more thal 65000, and did not

take into account people living in group quarterq including universities ard prisons, which accounted for about

l,8oo of Fremont's residents in the 2ooo c,ensus.

The report has a margin of error that varied between 5 p,ercent ard Sopercent.

Little ,:ould be gleaned from data on Union City because nearly every shift frcm the zooo C,ensus fell well within the rcport's margin of error.

In Frcmont, however, even using tJre most conservativs estimates for the growth of &e Asiaa population and the departure of non- I Iispanic

white rcsidents, Asians still !,.ould predomiDate, 9s,264to 69,904.

"That's not surprising,' said John Juarez of Pmdential Califomia fGalty. "It's hatd for anybody not to notic€ that therc is a gowth in the .Asian

population of Frcdont."

FrernonCs Asian populatiorl which includes Indo-Americans, Chinese, Vietnamese and Afgharu, to name a few national grcups, tends to be

http:/iwww.findarticles.com/p/articles/mi_qn4176lis 200608161ar_nl6635456iprint U2612007
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better educated and your8er than its white neighbors, according to censw data'

The al'erage age for non-Hispanic whites is 42. For Asians, it's 34; for Hispanics, 29.6; for African Americarx, 29.5; and for residents who list

more than one race, 23.

Among Asians older than 25, 68 percent held bachelor's or graduate degreeg compared with 36 Pen ent for non-Hispanic whites and 15

percent for Hispanics.

"Ifs nice that Fremont is such an attraction to new-money t)pes," C,ouncilnember Bob Wieckol$ki said. "This isn't bring me y<.rur poor; this is

bring me your rich."

Wieckovrski didn't expect !'remont's burgeoning Asian majority to affect the city's politics. Most of the national grnups classified as Asian by

the census have va4ring interests and political culturcs, he said.

One thing tle census data made clear, however, is that morc of Fremont's iqrmigrant population is becoming eliSible to vote. Ft-fty- one p€rcent

of Fremont's foreign-borr r€sidents are naturalized U.S. citizens, according to the new repott, versus the 45 Percent reported in the 2ooo

C.€nsus,

So, where are the non-Hispanic whites goirg!'

It's hard to say, exactly, Michelson said. Some may be dying of old age or retiring elsewhere; others likely are moving to citi6 that ha\€ a

bigher percentage of whites.

Fremont's largest Asian mmmunities are Chinese, estimat€d at 40, r29; Indo-Americans, estimated at 3487o; and Filipinos, estimgted at

14,574.

But as the rEport hies to account for smaller national groupings, the margin of error rises. Councilmember Anu Natarajan, l'rcmont'6 most

prominent Indo-American public ofhcial doubted some of the figures.

"I think (for Indo-Americans) the population is probably in the low zo,ooos," she said. "Since 2oo3, I'm seeing a lot more people moring back

to lndia."

Staff writer Matthew Artz r:overs tlnion City for the Argtrs. He can be reached at (51o) 353-7oo3 or

marE@angnewspapers.com.

c2oo6 ANG Nerrspapers. cannot be used or repurposed without prior written permission.
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