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Census: Asians dominant in Fremont
Matthew Artz, STAFF WRITER

FREMONT -- Asians have leaped ahead of whites as the largest racial group in Fremont, and now constitute just a sliver less than half of the
city's population, recent estimates released by the U.S. Census Bureau reported.

Asians account for 104,800 (or 49.8 percent) of Fremont's household population of 210,387. Non-Hispanic whites number 64,110 (30
percent), and Hispanics of any race account for 29,222 (14 percent).

People who identify as multiracial account for 5,296 of Fremont's population, while those who belong to a race not listed by the Census Bureau
account for 22,116.

The figures show a dramatic shift in the city's demographics since the 2000 Census. That report showed that out of a population of 203,413,
non-Hispanic whites numbered 84,149; Astans, 75,165; and Hispanics of any race, 27,409.

Fremont's foreign-born population jumped from 75,494 in the 2000 Census to an estimated 95,894 in the recent report.
Meanwhile, African Americans declined in population from 6,310 to
4,416 in five years.

Fremont and Union City are the only places in Alameda County where Asians have emerged as the largest racial grouping.

The already sizable Asian communities in both cities are magnets for drawing more Asian transplants, said Melissa Michelson, professor of
ethnic and minority politics at California State University, East Bay.

"It makes them feel comfortable,” she said. "They all have the advantage of not being the first Asian family on the block."

The census data released Tuesday is not as precise as the full census. It included only cities with populations of more than 65,000, and did not
take into account people living in group quarters, including universities and prisons, which accounted for about

1,800 of Fremont's residents in the 2000 Census.
The report has a margin of error that varied between 5 percent and 50percent.
Little could be gleaned from data on Union City because nearly every shift from the 2000 Census fell well within the report's margin of error.

In Fremont, however, even using the most conservative estimates for the growth of the Asian population and the departure of non- Hispanic
white residents, Asians still would predominate, 95,264 to 69,904.

"That’s not surprising,” said John Juarez of Prudential California Realty. "It's hard for anybody not to notice that there is a growth in the Asian
population of Fremont."

Fremont's Asian population, which includes Indo-Americans, Chinese, Vietnamese and Afghans, to name a few national groups, tends to be
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better educated and younger than its white neighbors, according to census data.

The average age for non-Hispanic whites is 42. For Asians, it's 34; for Hispanics, 29.6; for African Americans, 29.5; and for residents who list
more than one race, 23.

Among Asians older than 25, 68 percent held bachelor's or graduate degrees, compared with 36 percent for non-Hispanic whites and 15
percent for Hispanics.

"It's nice that Fremont is such an attraction to new-money types," Councilmember Bob Wieckowski said. "This isn't bring me your poor; this is

bring me your rich.”

Wieckowski didn't expect Fremont's burgeoning Asian majority to affect the city's politics. Most of the national groups classified as Asian by
the census have varying interests and political cultures, he said.

One thing the census data made clear, however, is that more of Fremont's immigrant population is becoming eligible to vote. Fifty- one percent
of Fremont's foreign-born residents are naturalized U.S. citizens, according to the new report, versus the 45 percent reported in the 2000
Census.

So, where are the non-Hispanic whites going?

It's hard to say, exactly, Michelson said. Some may be dying of old age or retiring elsewhere; others likely are moving to cities that have a
higher percentage of whites.

Fremont's largest Asian communities are Chinese, estimated at 40,129; Indo-Americans, estimated at 34,870; and Filipinos, estimated at
14,578.

But as the report tries to account for smaller national groupings, the margin of error rises. Councilmember Anu Natarajan, Fremont's most

prominent Indo-American public official, doubted some of the figures.

"I think (for Indo-Americans) the population is probably in the low 20,000s," she said. "Since 2003, I'm seeing a lot more people moving back
to India.”

Staff writer Matthew Artz covers Union City for the Argus. He can be reached at (510) 353-7003 or
martz@angnewspapers.com.
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