
Jump
start
at Auto
Mall
I  Ci ty urges developer
to sweeten incent ives
for dealers e/so/ttZ
By Liam Pleven

l'RFll\{ON'f - Rcsponding to a
i)roposal to gct thc slali;d Frc-
mont Auto i{all off the startlng
block, t lre City Councll told the
dcvelopcr 'I 'ucsday 

nlght to gtve
the car dcalers a push starl.

The inccnL ive  package unve i led
by Catcllus Devclopment Corp.
ear l ie r  th is  wcek  nccds  to  be
: \ \ t , cc l r . r , " l  -o  th r t  dea le rs  c , rn  J f -
Io rd  to  ( )pen in  thc  au to  mal l  ln
toLrgh  cconomic  l imes,  thc  counc i l
sa ld .  An( l  l t  nccds  to  be  donc  soon,- lhe  

counc l l  added.
'Starting anew'

"Wc rc  : j la r t ing  ane\4 '  here
lon lgh t .  sa id  Mayor  B i i l  t sa l l .  " l
want  a  succcss lu l  au to  rna l l . "

A f te r  i rcar ing  thc  counc i l  s  com-
m e n t s ,  r c p  r c s e  n  t a t i v e s  o f
Catc l lus  an( l  thc  nu to  Mal l  Par t -
ncrship agrccd to work on finding
a \!a_v to gcl the project moving
af le r  months  o f  sc lb . rcks .

Auto: A bonus
for earlv birds
Cont inued f rom A-  1

th ings  eas je r  on  merchants  who
moi 'e  to  the  mal l  soonest .

The new plan called for Catellus
to  se l l  another  l6  acres  to  ne$ car
dea lers  and g i |e  .10  pcrcent  o f  the
proceeds to dealers $ ho are in the
mal l  rvhen the  sa les  are  made
Anothef  - i0  percent  \ iou lC be  se t
as ide  fo r  the  dea lers  in  another
fund.  Cate l lus  rvou ld  keep onh 20
percent  o i  the  sa lc .

In exchange, Catellus wouid be
released from an obligation ro pa)
the  c i t ! ' $600.000 a  Year  fo r  ten
vears. That money \\as intended
io entice domestic car dealers \r ho
are not yet committed to moring.

The council welcomed a s*' ifch
in the incentive Program bul
seemed to reject the sPecifjcs
Councii member John Dutra ar-
gued that Catellus must do more
' 'The cur ren t  incent ives  don t
work, ' said Dutra. "lvlone) s got
to  be  pumped in .  and PumPed in
ear ly . "

The council asked Catellus to
involre the dealers in a search for

a  so lu l ion ,  as  some o f  the  dea lers
$ ho appeared at Tuesday S meet-
ing  reques ted .

butri added that a successful
auto mall \\ i l i  benefit the dealers'
Cate l lus  and the  c i t \ .  The dea lers
\\, i l l  ha!e increased sales if the
!roiect !{orks, the surroundinq
land or rned by  Cate l lus  w i l l  in -
c rease in  va lue ,  and Fremont  w i l l
get more sales tar from one of its
6iggest re\.enue sources. he said.

l-iz Calhoun, general manager
of the Auto l lall PartnershiP, and
John Creer ,  a  Ca le l lus  rePresen-
talive, said afler$ard that they
\i i l l  pursue a ne\\ ' incentive deal.

The f i rs t  b lo \ ,  came In  June,
when lhc  on lv  dca le r  a t  the  mal l ,
[ ' lcrotl l IVlotors, closed ils doors.
Nou' nobocll '  is sell ing cars off
Auto  MalL  I 'a rkwa! ,  on  the  f la ts
wcs l  o f  ln tc rs ta tc  880.
Catellus offers plan

tsut t$'o ot hcr dcalers are build
ing  new sh( rwroorns  a t  thc  mal l ,
and Tucs(lav s action was spurrcd
by a CalcllLrs proposal to gel lhem
somc conrpanv .  ' fhe  proposa l  was
in t roducc( l  

- lL rcsdav  
a t  a  spec la l

counc l l  n rccL lng .
Cate l lL rs  o r ig ina l l y  so ld  45  o f  the

BB acres  a t  lhe  mal l  lo  var ious
auto  dca l r rs  and no \v  wants  thcm
to  opcn lo r  bus incss  a t  a  t i rne
\ !hcn  n t i ln \ .  car  merc i ran ls  a re
p inchcd b i  thc  rcccss ion .

ln thc Iroi)osal, CirtcllLls offered
lo  ch i ln (c  t l le  focus  o l  i t s  i l l ccn-
t1 \ 'e  p lan  l rom a l t rac l ing  ncw
d",ll. 9!!:.1,t'", !39 r"._-gkine

l '  ease see Auto ,  A-  1  6


